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Contributions of Kleinwachter to Modern China’s Silkworm
Egg Improvement

JIANG Guohong

( Business School , Nantong University , Nantong 226019, China )

Abstract ; Kleinwachter, the Ningbo customs commissioner, made an investigation in Zhejiang silkworm areas in
1880s, understood the sericulture status and the production of silkworm egg, sent cocoons to France for virus in-
spection, send students abroad to study the modern silkworm egg manufacturing technology, and conducted the
preliminary practice of silkworm egg improvement. In the Present Item about Silkworm Services, he put forward
systematically the suggestions to improve silkworm eggs in China. His thoughts and practice enlightened his na-
tionals especially those liberal officials, and forced them to be in the know of the difficult situation China silk was
facing and the enormous losses, and to see the great potential, reality and the basic way-out through the use of
modern science and technology improvement. He considered silkworm seeds reform as the gripper and key in the
promotion of silkworm industry, and showed the right direction of silkworm seed reform in modern China, thus
making great contribution to the development of sericulture in China.

Key words : Kleinwachter ; Silkworm Seed Reform;Silk Industry ; Foreign Customs Officials
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