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Resistance Based on Common Sense Rationality .
Rural Characteristic of Farmers’ Resistance Behavior .
An Empirical Study on Farmers’ Resistance in Villages

of Northern Jiangsu Province

LUO Yajuan
( Department of Sociology , Hohai University ,Nanjing 210098 , China)

Abstract ; Based on the farmers’ resistance behavior in northern Jiangsu Province,we found that the existing ex-
planation frames of “Law-based Resistance” and “Resist by Law” are unable to explain the practical logic of
farmers’ resistance behavior in northern Jiangsu. The general characteristic of farmers’ resistance behavior in
northern Jiangsu is “Resistance Based on Common Sense Rationality”. The justifications , strategies and objectives
of their behaviors are all under the frame of their common sense rationality. The specific characteristics include
the following. Firstly ,when the environmental dispute occurs, farmers manifest resistance behaviors according to
their habitual common sense rationality with almost no understanding of the relevant law. Secondly, they have a
preference to seek mediation. Thirdly, at the initial stage ,the mediation goal of farmers is to seek harmonious ex-
istence of the polluting factory in question and farmers without prejudice to each other’s interests, instead of driv-
ing away the factory. Fourthly ,when the environmental dispute is intensified , they display such resistant behaviors
as destroying the factory and having physical conflicts with the factory’s manager, without any awareness of avoi-
ding illegal act. Finally,in very few villages the farmers try resolving environmental disputes through litigation,
which is internally based on the rationality in their experience ,but not on relevant laws. In a word , farmer’s resist-
ance based on rationality is greatly influenced by the behavioral inertia from Chinese traditional rural society.

Key words ; Farmer ; Environmental Resistance ; Common Sense Rationality ; Li; Law
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