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The Impact of Market Force in Revitalizing Rural Grassroots
Organization’s Capability: A Case Study on the
‘ Project Party Secretary’ Model in Nongan County Jilin Province

YU Junbo,PENG Jing
(School of Administration , Jilin University , Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract ; Full-fledged grassroots organizations among residents of rural villages are expected to foster the capabil-
ity of organizing collective actions in the public,so that they could effectively respond to national policies and pro-
tect their long—run interests. Building on an in—depth account of and analysis on Nongan County’s recent efforts
in redeveloping grassroots organizations, this research revealed that,the scarcity of resource and authority , the ex-
treme individualism and opportunistic motivation existing among rural citizens and the distance away from the de-
veloped urban markets are the three most prominent obstacles to improving governance performance via the en-
gagement of grassroots organizations. With the case study of Nongan County’s“ Project Party Secretary” Model for
enhancing the grassroot organization construction , the present paper summarized the experience and rationalism of
local Party Committee and government in motivating the market force for agricultural and rural farmers’ transfor-
mation, and analyzed the synergetic effects created by appointing grassroots organization leaders with entrepre-
neurship talents, by promoting corporatism to exploit the scale economy and by maintaining village democracy to
facilitate public supervision from principle-agent and incentive theory perspectives. The operational approaches at-
tempted by Nongan County Government in strengthening the collective economy, enriching the supply of public
goods and services and attracting villagers to participate in collective action,were also outlined at last.

Key words: Market Force ; Rural Governance ; Rural Primary Organization ; Collective Action ; Public Goods
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