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An Outline of the Research of Rural Class:
the Entity Theory and the Relation Theory

YANG Hua

( Chinese Rural Governance Research Center ,Marx's School ,

Huazhong University of Science and Technology , Wuhan 430074 , China)

Abstract ; There are two research paradigms in the studies on rural class:the Entity Theory whose philosophical
basis is structural functionalism and whose theoretical origin is multivariate hierarchical theory and whose princi-
pal concern is the static class structure from the macroscopic angle ,and , the Relation Theory,whose philosophical
basis is the social conflict theory,and whose theoretical origin is the Marx's class theory,and whose main concern
is the dynamic relationship between classes. In the rural class research,the main paradigm is the Entity theory,
but with the development of theory and practice, the study on the relationship between rural classes should be-
come one of the important objectives of the rural class research, and hence the microcosmic research of village
should also be paid attention to.

Key words ; Class Differentiation ; Paradigm Shift ; Entity Theory ; Relation Theory ; Class Structure ; Class Relations
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