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Peasants’ Risk Perception and Behavior Choice for
Rural Social Risks in China’s Western Regions

XIE Zhiju
(School of Public Administration ,Guizhou Minzu University , Guiyang 550025 , China)

Abstract ; Risk perception is a kind of risk attitude towards and intuitive judgment on the risks of rural society on
the part of peasants. With the continuous advancement of urbanization ,industrialization and modernization , the ru-
ral social contradictions are increasingly prominent,and the peasants’ risk perception,especially on the distribu-
tion of poverty alleviation and disaster relief , birth controlling, economic poverty , elderly support, rural labor trans-
fer,and compensation for expropriation or relocation, is becoming stronger and stronger. Under this influence,
peasants’ political behavior tends to be conservative ,and the enthusiasm in the participation in the village leader
election and decision-making in village affairs as well as public affairs tends to be not high. And their social be-
havior is often in the swinging state between the “conservative” and “radical”. The logistic regression shows that
the peasants’ risk perception has a negative impact on farmers’ political behavior. Namely , the higher a peasant’s
risk perception is,the more possibility he has to shut up his inner world , and to inactively or negatively participate
or even not to participate in political life. On the contrary,the influence on the peasants’ own social behavior by
their own’ risk perception is not balanced. On the one hand ,the appeal for peasants to choose an institutional way
to avoid the social risk is very strong;on the other hand,they prefer to vent their inner fear and anxiety through
some mass incidents , which spoil some related social institutions. These findings will positively help to solve rural
social contradictions and reduce the risk of rural society.

Key words : Risk Perception ; Political Psychology ; Conservative ; Institutionalized Appeal
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