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The Power Metaphor of Tweeter in Rural China

WANG Hua

(College of Humanities and Social Sciences ,Nanjing Agricultural University ,Nanjing 210095 , China)

Abstract ; Since1949 , the tweeter has been the main medium of national mobilization and policy advocacy in Chi-
na's rural inland. Taking advantage of the tweeter's wide audience and no text reading obstacles, the state extend-
ed its power to rural areas and controlled every corner within this country. However, with the advent of the re-
form , the state power gradually retreated from the rural affairs. The market economy seized the social space previ-
ously occupied by the state. The tweeter has become a tool of the agricultural broker for broadcasting the market
information , curbing competitors and disciplining farmers. In other words, the tweeter has already shifted its role
from the state power metaphor to an interest-oriented market force. In this case,the Ming villagers were anxious
and fearful to deal with the real world. Therefore, they struggled for their own living space and historical presence
with cultural memory, which came from the collectivization era. With the ethnographical approach focusing on the
change of tweeter,the paper examined the process of political and economic changes in rural China for more than
half a century.

Key words : Broadcast ; Media ; Metaphor ; National Power ; Localism ; Cultural Memory ; Rural Areas
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