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Modernity and Rural Ecological Crisis: From the Perspective of
“ Discontinuity” (1949—2012 ) and Based on the Survey of
Four Villages in Yunnan Province

GENG Yanhu
( Depariment of Sociology , Hohai University , Nanjing 210098 , China)

Abstract ; China rural development has been closely related to the growth of the modernity since 1949 and the
“discontinuity” between tradition and modernity is an important perspective for analyzing ecological crisis. Using
the investigation data of M County of Yunnan Province the present paper delved into the social mechanism of eco-
logical crisis. The result showed that the “centralized” modern resources management system has replaced the lo-
cal community autonomy management system relying on traditional social norms and beliefs and taboos, that the
agricultural expertise from the Han ethnic areas and modern science knowledge in pursuit of production output as
the single goal have replaced the vernacular agricultural know-how, and that the market-oriented green industry
has replaced the subsistence-oriented agriculture from the logic of capitalization of the nature. The above three
factors are the main causes of ecological crisis. We need to deeply rethink the “discontinuity” between modernity
and discontinuity.

Key words ;: Modernity ; Discontinuity ; Ecological Crisis; Folk Knowledge ; Capitalization of the Nature.
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