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Evolution of Rural Irrigation Order in the Context of
Social Mobility; A Case Study of Jiang Village in Anhui Province

CHEN Ajiang, WU Jinfang
( Department of Sociology , Hohai University ,Nanjing 210098, China )

Abstract ;: Recent years witnessed increasingly highlighted agricultural irrigation problems. Because natural condi-
tions and economic and social status are different in various regions, micro-agricultural irrigation problems are
very complicated. The paper selected Jiang Village in Chaohu Lake Basin as the subject of our case study and an-
alyzed microcosmically its agricultural irrigation across nearly a century. Farmers took the basin mouth as water u-
nit, cooperated with each other in a way of large households leading small households and following the norm of
allocating water by incense timing in the Traditional Period. Jiang Village had a 3 level drought resistant system in
the People’s Commune Period ; pool , reservoir and electric power irrigation station. After the implementation of
family-contract responsibility system ,farmers restored the traditional irrigation way of pond mouth. In recent dec-
ades , village population flowed out and so did the leading households. As a consequence, the outsiders who culti-
vated Jiang Village lands on the basis of rental deal challenged the acquaintances society norms and the people-
land bond weakened. The original irrigation organization and norms were difficult to sustain in Jiang Village. In
the increasingly hollowing village ,land scale management became inevitable , which would change the original co-
operation between households into operators’ internal affairs,which would help dissolve the irrigation problems in
pond mouth unit. But if we want to restore the use of reservoir and electric power irrigation station outside the vil-
lage ,we need to further optimize the arrangements of property rights and organization.

Key words ;: Modernity ; Village ; Water Conservancy ; Agricultural ITrrigation
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place by market-orientation and the conduction of innovative awareness. Farmers’ learning ability indirectly affects
the production performance ;to be specific,the stronger the farmers’ learning ability , the higher the degree of mar-
ket orientation and the stronger the innovation spirit,the better the performance. Each additional unit of farmers’
learning ability may eventually increase the performance by 20. 48% . When the government is taking the farmers’
market-orientation and innovation into consideration,what should be paid more attention to is improving farmers’
learning ability by providing some guidance on consumer demand , market prices,and new varieties and technolo-
gies and other in-service information or skills training and upgrading their production performance through in-
creasing the degree of market-orientation and innovation.

Key words : Farmer; Learning Ability ; Market-orientation ; Innovative Spirit ; Production Performance
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