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Shelter and Keep: Existence and Continuous Logic of Farmland
Adjustment; A Case Study of Xing Village in Hubei Province

NIE Jianliang, ZHONG Zhangbao

( Department of Sociology / Research Center for Rural Social Construction and Management ,

Huazhong Agricultural University , Wuhan 430070, China)

Abstract ; Since the adoption of fixed farm output quotas for each household ,farmland system has continued with
stable farmland contract relations. As a practice that is different from stable farmland contract relations, farmland
adjustment has been constantly limited and finally prohibited by the national policy and law. Based on the govern-
ance logic,however,the local government shelters the farmland adjustment,and local elites set a limit to the vil-
lagers who may breach the existing norms in the name of state system. Of course ,the sustainment of farmland ad-
justment relies on the villagers’ approval ,and most of the villagers want to obtain their own benefits from farmland
adjustment. Because the local government’s benefits from its management , the village group’s benefits and the vil-
lagers’ benefits are compatible ,the sustainment of farmland adjustment is feasible even it does not tally with na-
tional policy and law.

Key words: Farmland System ; Farmland Adjustment; Land Contract Management ; Farmland Contract Relations;

Existence and Continuous Logic
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