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Counter Urbanization Migration of New Generation
Migrant Workers: How Transition Occurs

ZHANG Shiyong

(Research Center for Rural Society , College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Northwest A & F University ,Yanglin 712100 , China )

Abstract; Based on the data of in-depth interviews with a number of new generation of returning migrant work-
ers,with the use of grounded theory research method,and drawing on the conceptions of trajectory , transition , and
duration from the life course theory, this paper conducted an analysis on the change in the migration willingness of
new generation migrant workers. The study showed that their choice in the migration involves a decision—making
process that accompanies the adjustment of their roles in their families. Their roles in their family,to a great ex-
tent,impose a limitation on their life ambitions and their social identities. The paper suggested that attention
should be paid to and the policies should be adjusted to the counter urbanization migration of migrant workers.

Key words : New Generation Migrant Workers ; Counter Urbanization Migration ; Transition ; Life Course
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