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From Fighting Politics, Grass-roots Politics to Non-fighting Politics .
Inquisitive and Reflective Comment Based on Farmers’ Petition

CHEN Feng

( College of Humanities and Social Sciences ,Beijing University of Technology , Beijing 100124 , China )

Abstract ; Based on the rationalistic theoretical thinking and the analysis of empirical data,we examined the three
analysis framework for existing research on farmers’ petition, and put forward some new possibilities on the ex-
tended research in the future. The perspectives of “right appeal and fighting politics” and “moral ethics and
grass-roots politics” ,formed under the influence of the Western social movement theories and grass-root politics,
have a pioneering significance for the study of Chinese farmers’ petition. However,under the bondage of theoreti-
cal thinking,these perspectives share “fighting” as basic assumptions, ignoring the complexity of Chinese farm-
ers’ petition. In the in-depth empirical studies,more and more scholars revealed the typological and essential di-
versity of the farmers’ petition, and thus shifted the paradigm of the research on the farmers’ petition from “fight-
ing politics” to “non-fighting politics”. In order to deeply understand the nature of the farmers’ petition,we can
introduce some new routes for further research on farmers’ petition , such as state perspective, attention to the rela-
tionship between structure and action,and exploring the farmers’ political culture.

Key words: Farmers’ Petition ; Fighting Politics ; Grass-roots Politics ; Non-fighting Politics
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