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Rural Public Space: As Unintended Consequences of Farmers’
Specialized Cooperative Development

ZHANG Chungang, JIA Liping, QI Gubo

(College of Humanities and Development Studies ,China Agricultural University , Beijing 100193, China)

Abstract ; Farmers’ specialized cooperatives, as specialized economic organizations, are found to be marked by
localization and blurred boundaries in practice. Thus the development of the cooperative thus characterized
objectively creates a new community public space and provides a necessary basis for its sustainment. But the
creation of public space is not the original intention of the cooperative brokers;it is one of latent functions of the
cooperative as its unintended consequences. Besides its economic function, the cooperative also presents social
and cultural functions which satisfy the villagers’ needs of communication, leisure and the engagement in public
life. In this sense,farmers’ cooperative promotes the integration of rural society,and thus farmers’ cooperative may
become a practical strategy for rural social integration.

Key words: Public Space; Development ; Farmers’ Specialized Cooperative ; Latent Function ; Unintended Conse-

quence
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