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Dazhai Village and Xiaogang Village: A Recognition of Typical Rural
Construction and its Significance

LU Yilong

(School of Social and Population Studies, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract; Dazhai Village and Xiaogang Village used to be the rural models representing respectively the time of
collective economy and the time of reform and transition. The re-examination of the two opposing models with
their constructive processes and significance is intended to further our understanding of Chinese three rural is-
sues. Dazhai Village was politically constructed into an example of collective agriculture, while Xiaogang Village
was made into a model of rural reform due to resorting to contracted household farming when collective coopera-
tion failed. The two different action modes were both constructed as advanced examples, reflecting a paradox of
typical construction. Such a paradox enlightens us with the inherent nature of villages, and the basic principle of
rural development of respecting village and farmers autonomous choice. The rural model construction has a value
of value dissemination and should not be copied as a master copy.
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