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The Organized Path of Land Transfer: Virtual Land Titling and the
Activation of Collective Land Ownership

CHEN Yiyuan

Abstract; Based onthe analysis of the virtual land titling practice in County Yangchun of Anhui prov-
ince, this paper first explores the characteristics of virtual land titling practice, and how it reinforces
the collective land ownership. Moreover, this study also examines the dynamics of the organized path of
land transfer. After the virtual land titling practice, an individual household gains an ‘ equity’ instead
of tangible farmland. In the discussion of the land titling plans, the village self—governance principles
have played important roles. As a matter of fact, the village self—governance and the rural collective
land ownership have reinforced each other. Predicated on the virtual land titling, County Yangchun has
explored an organized path of land transfer, which is driven by two mechanisms. First, the village com-
mittees integrate the scattered land—use rights and solve the problem of land fragmentation. Second, the
village committees organize the villagers by political mobilization. Individual households have participa-
ted in both the negotiation of land transfer fee and the control of risks in land transfer, which not only
enhances the individual households’ negotiation power, but also promotes them to propose a ‘ margin
system’ to lower the risks. In the practice of virtual land titling and land transfer in County Yangchun,
the collective land ownership has been reinforced, which also helps to protect the benefits of small
households.

Keywords: Organized Path; Land Transfer; Virtual Land Titling; Collective Land Ownership
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