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Endogenous Preference and Social Norms: the Dual Connotation of Endogenous
Power for Poverty Alleviation

LIU Xin

Abstract; With the progress of poverty alleviation in China, the lack of endogenous power for the poor
to get rid of poverty has attracted more and more attention of the whole society. As a key issue in current
poverty governance, “the endogenous power for poverty alleviation” has rich theoretical connotations,
and paths of theoretical dialogue. The lack of endogenous power is not only the result of the poor
people’s different endogenetic preferences and biased behaviors, but also the behavior choice in the
poor subculture situation. Based on the dual perspectives of endogenous preference and poverty culture,
the discussion of endogenous power is extended to a wider social level, such as system, environment
and culture. Poverty can be regarded as the product of selective affinity between action characteristics
and structural characteristics. At the same time, based on the practice of stimulating the endogenous
power in the process of poverty alleviation in different regions at the experience level, this study explores
the relationship between endogenous power and theories related to endogenous preferences and social
norms, and analyzes the theoretical implications of endogenous power from the poverty research by be-
havioral economics, anthropology, and sociology. At the same time, it analyzes the specific mode that
stimulates the endogenous power of poverty alleviation in the process of poverty alleviation and practice.
The policies and practices of remolding the concept based on the values rectification and modern ethics
discipline, changing the opportunity structure and interest structure faced by the poor, and community
reconstruction based on the grass—roots governance and public service, actually contains the governance
and intervention path to stimulate the endogenous power from the perspective of endogenous preference
and social norms. “Endogenous power for poverty alleviation” is not only a policy discourse with local
characteristics, but also contains rich theoretical implications and poverty alleviation experience. It is a
theoretical concept that must be paid attention to in the internationalization of China’s poverty alleviation
theory.

Keywords: Endogenous power for poverty alleviation; Endogenous preference; Social norms; Interna-
tionalization of poverty alleviation theory
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