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From “Embeddedness” to “Integration” ; Research on the
Working Mechanism of Resident Village Assistance

WANG Wei, XIANG Deping

Abstract; The resident village assistance is an important way to help poor villages to achieve poverty al-
leviation and development by selecting and dispatching poverty alleviation cadres to poor villages, mobi-
lizing and integrating poverty alleviation resources from all sides, investing in helping poor villages help
the poor to solve poverty problem. The mechanism of resident village assistance plays an important role
in poverty governance. Based on the field research of L Country’s resident village assistance efforts, this
paper analyzes the practical situation and practical challenges of the resident village assistance mecha-
nism from the perspective of embeddedness theory, and puts forward the strategies and paths to improve
the resident village assistance mechanism. It is found that the practical situation of the resident village
assistance mechanism is mainly embodied in the construction of system through institutional embedding
to provide institutional support for the resident village assistance mechanism, linking and coordinating
various forces, leveraging poverty alleviation resources, and increasing the total amount of poverty alle-
viation resources in poor villages through resource embedding, coordinating the interaction among the
village teams, local governments, village cadres and villagers to form a new relationship network
through relational embedding. In the practice of poverty alleviation, the resident village assistance faces
a series of challenges, such as the gap between the goal of governance and the effect of practice, the is-
sue of resources input and endogenous motivation, and the gap between functional orientation and role—
playing. In view of these challenges, this paper puts forward some policy suggestions on improving the
resident village assistance mechanism and expanding the effect of the resident village assistance from the
perspective of “integration” , including establishing relevant supporting systems, perfecting the policy
arrangement of the resident village assistance, and integrating internal and external advantageous re-
sources to form a reasonable resource allocation structure, building a good interactive and cooperative
network , so that the work team in the village can integrate into the local rural community truly.

Keywords: Embeddedness; Integration; Resident Village Assistance; Working Mechanism
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