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Village Governance Field Types and Grassroots Autonomy Differentiation
from a Structural Perspective

QIAN Quan

Abstract: Governing of village by the rich is the traditional practice form of rural grassroots governance
in China, during the transition period, the difference in the degree of economic and social development
in the eastern, central and western regions provided a legal basis for the existence of this elite political
form. In the context of the Rural Revitalization Strategy, the endowment and input of village—level gov-
ernance resources have endogenous and exogenous dual structures. From the perspective of structured
theory, the study divides the types of village governance fields through the structural duality between
governance practice and social structure ; resource scarce fields, resource solidified fields, resource de-

velopment fields. The three types of village governance fields show different levels of strong and weak
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correlations in the “state—market—village” relationship framework. Studies have shown that in the three
—level structured field relationship of formal administrative power, semi—formal market power, and in-
formal social structure of village acquaintances, village governance interest subjects exhibit two types of
logical logic of action: political logic and economic logic. Under the “resource—rule” structure of the
subject’s elite social action elements, the logic of governing the village is characterized as follows; First-
ly, the state “s presence on the ground, the needs of grass—roots government governance, and the
village’s internal value evaluation system collectively shape the self—eminence of the elite in governing.
Secondly, once the distribution order in the village governance field is formed, political authority may
begin to entangle economic authority and generate interest capture. The village governance elites will
maximize the benefits in various ways in the process of village governance according to the input form of
village resources. On this basis, the four forms of autonomous differentiation formed by the practice of
grass—roots democratic autonomy under the dual role of “state—village” are discussed together: “mo-
nopoly” autonomy, “formal” autonomy, “discrete” autonomy, “competitive” autonomy.

Keywords: Village Governance Field; Structured; Rural Revitalization; Democratic Autonomy; Gov-

ernance Transformation; Village Governance Subject
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