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Householding of Land and Survival Elasticity of Poor Family
ZHANG Minghao, WANG Chunyu

Abstract; The government—led industrial poverty alleviation is based on the external force poverty allevi-
ation of “what do the poor families lack”. Many difficulties of industrial poverty alleviation indicate that
the focus of poverty alleviation should be reconsidered on the basis of “ what do the poor families have” .
Land is the most critical self-owned resource for poor family, and land not only has the material func-
tion of ensuring the livelihood of poor families, but also is deeply embedded in the householding of
them. The perspective of householding is different from that of livelihood framework. Householding pays
attention to the changes of family reproduction and the organizational process of family internal life,
which helps to explain the mechanism of self—=supporting poverty alleviation relying on land, and make
up for the lack of domestic poverty alleviation research that is too policy oriented. Based on the field re-
search findings of Ping Lou Village in Henan Province, the householding of land includes the dynamic
strategy adopted by the poor family for the usage of land to maintain the family reproduction, the labor
allocation and social relation mobilization mechanism formed with regard to the land, as well as the a-
daptive adjustment of family power and property relation realized by land. The householding of land di-
rectly shapes the survival elasticity of the poor family, specifically including the independence of their
self—preservation, the compromise of their cost distribution and transformation, the improvement of in-
dependent resource database as well as the continuity of intergenerational transmission. While, the sur-
vival elasticity of the poor family shows that they can rely on land to get rid of the survival weakness and
external risks. Therefore, the government should be wary of the destruction of the whole householding of
the poor family in the name of land transfer or industrial poverty alleviation, set the poverty alleviation
policy focus on the poor households as a whole unit, activate the production organization potential of the
poor family at the same time, so that the poor households can enjoy the real and sustainable income
from poverty alleviation.

Keywords: Poor Family; Land; Householding; Survival Elasticity
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