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The Old-Age Agriculture in China’ s Rural Areas and Its Social Function
SUN Mingyang

Abstract; The old—age agriculture is a common and stable production pattern in rural areas.
Meanwhile, it is also a social phenomenon with structural significance. The understanding of the old -
age agriculture can not only be summarized as a whole, but also needs to deeply describe its manage-
ment form and mechanism of occurrence, and thus extends its multiple aspects of social functions. Prac-
tical experience proves that the rural elderly of different ages has different characteristics in their agri-
cultural management. In order to match the aging cycle, elderlies adjust the content and methods of ag-
ricultural cultivation according to the changes in the level of labor force and their life. The old-age agri-
culture has family economics and social rationality, which is based on the land household contract sys-
tem and it is the inevitable choice for farmers to allocate their family labor based on development goals,
and also the adaptability of peasant to the modern agricultural system. Relying on the old—age agricul-
ture, the rural elderly can maintain the corresponding life level, prolong the time of self—nursing, real-
ize its social function as the main body of the village, and generate ontological value. The occurrence
mechanism and social function of the old—age agriculture indicate that the rural elderly still have rela-
tively strong agricultural production capacity, can maintain a certain agricultural production efficiency,
and meet their various social needs at three—dimensions. Therefore, at the current stage, the evolution
of agricultural land system and agricultural modernization still needs to focus on farmers. In the mean-
time, policies should protect farmers’ land management rights and provide basic and convenient pro-
duction conditions for agricultural activities in order to provide possibilities for productive activities of
aged peasants.

Keywords: Old—Age Agriculture; Social Function; Land Institutions; Agricultural Modernization
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