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[ A5 1 B 38K R

@ 2019—2020 4F2 A UGB HE A 140 85, 0% DN G2 W 3% vh B4 08 e . 5 DL 96 [ ORS¢ https - //www. gov. uk/the -
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KE P EFEERGEATN, 0GR RN R A 24.9% 7 FEADHARSAG—
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PRI, M 25 BRI 2% H BR324 IR A T2 T R 08 1 56 7% 304, DL e R AT R A 1)
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Defining Relative Poverty . International Experienceand Inspirations
GUO Zhitian, LU Hanwen

Abstract: The definition of relative poverty is the point of departure for poverty reduction, and is funda-
mental to the study of relative poverty. The keys to relative poverty are relativity and “subjectivity” , in-
cluding 1) the resource or dimension to be compared; 2) the social standard of comparison; and 3)
the cut—off point. European welfare states mainly use a relative income standard, the U.S. standards
can be interpreted as a combination of absolute and relative method, and Latin America states, repre-
sented by Mexico, apply a multi—-dimensional approach. These standards are constructed around factors
including political tradition and social consciousness, and are stable and consistent in policy implemen-
tations. The constructedness offers an important perspective for Chinese government to determine a
standard for relative poverty and develop practical strategies to tackle poverty.

Keywords: Relative Poverty; Poverty Standard; International Experience; Constructedness
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