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Limited Differential Mode of Association and Its Modern Transition .
A Reflection on Printing Industry Run by Xinhua People

TAN Tongxue

Abstract: Differential mode of association ( DMA) in rural China extended social network limitedly by
“lei’ (analogy) , and ‘tui’ ( popularizing) , based on *¢in gin’ (kinship intimacy) , rather than ideal
Confucian ‘love without difference’ . It’s the result of interactions and compromises between Confucian
¢ great tradition’ and peasants’ ‘little tradition’ in practice. People from same hometown ( PSH) run
same business in contemporary Chinese market. They relied on geographical relationship based on * cul-
tural intimacy’ of dialect much more than kinship to extend social network. Cultural intimacy was the
core mechanism for them to organize resources, reduce costs, and win in market competition. ‘ Cultural
intimacy’ , also, couldn’t extend without limit, and had specific flexible boundaries in specific
contexts. PSH with same dialect could run same business, but PSH without same dialect couldn’t. Nev-
ertheless, they could have other close friends in other occasions. Compared with * gin gin’ , this kind of
social mode was much more open. It’s the result of limited DMA, which was embedded in urbanization
and market economy and integrated with modernity.

Keywords: people from same hometown run same business; limited differential mode of association; gin

gin( kinship intimacy) ; cultural intimacy
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