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Stratum Differentiation, Village Competition and “ Mimetic Advance” :
From Village Perspective of Farmers Settling in Cities

ZHOU Juan, SHU Ligui

Abstract; The dual structure of urban and rural areas makes the class differentiation of peasants two—di-
mensional. One dimension is the stratification of peasants within rural society. The other is peasants’
participation in the stratification and their flow as a group in the whole society. The differentiation and
mobility within the rural society constitute the basis and motivation for the peasants to rise. However,
the ultimate goal of this class rise is not the top layer of rural social stratification, but the key “one
leap” , that is, deviating from the rural areas to achieve identity change and entering into the stratifica-
tion and flow of the entire society. This is the internal dynamic mechanism of farmers’ settlement behav-
ior. However, urban value orientation, excessive competition in villages, etc. will lead to peasants’
“mimetic advance” and irrational urban settlement behavior. That is, without sufficient economic
capital and human capital accumulation, they barely settle in the city. This kind of “ mimicry entering
the city” will result in the excessive extraction of village resources, the distortion of social life in the vil-
lage, as well as the instability of family relations and the village society.

Keywords: Peasant Class Differentiation ; Hierarchical Flow; Village Competition; Mimetic Advance;

Settlement in City
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