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Effect of Social Capital on Farmers’ Behavior of Quitting Rural Residential
Land: A Case of 606 Farmers’ Samples in Jinzhai County, Anhui Province

SUN Pengfer, ZHAO Kai

Abstract; The behavior of quitting rural residential land has important practical significance for impro-
ving the intensive utilization of rural residential land, improving the living environment of farmers and
promoting the new urbanization strategy. Social capital, as a social structure resource owned by
farmers, can obtain the material or emotional support needed by farmers through their rational use, and
its role in quitting rural residential land cannot be ignored. Based on the micro—samples of 606 house-
holds in Jinzhai County, Anhui Province, the paper uses Probit model to analyze empirically the effect
of social capital on farmers’ rural residential land quitting behavior by an instrumental variable method
to deal with endogenous problems of social capital. The conclusions showed, social capital has an im-
portant influence on farmers’ behavior of quitting rural residential land. Social network , social trust and
social participation have significant positive effects simultaneously on farmers’ behavior of quitting rural

residential land, in which the strength order of influencing farmers’ behavior of quitting rural
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residential land is social participation, social trust and social networks respectively from strong to weak.
The elasticity coefficient of social network is 0.240, the elasticity coefficient of social trust is 0.930,
and the elasticity coefficient of social participation is 1.186. Social trust plays a regulatory role in en-
hancing the influence of social network and social participation on farmers’ behavior of quitting rural
residential land. Among the control variables, the total family income and whether the right of rural res-
idential land is confirmed have significant positive effects on farmers’ behavior of quitting rural residen-
tial land, gender, age, family population and the area of rural residential land have significant negative
effects. Finally, some countermeasures, organizing actively rural cultural activities and production mu-
tual assistance activities, building an internal information sharing platform in rural communities, and
innovating new ways to increase farmers’ income, were put forward.

Keywords: Social Capital; Farmers’ Behavior of Quitting Rural Residential Land; Social Network ; So-

cial Trust; Social Participation
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