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Max Weber’ s Agrarian Sociology: Transformation of Agrarian Society
and Agrarian Capitalism in the West

WANG Haixia, YUAN Luyi

Abstract; Starting with analysis on Western’ s agrarian transformation of agrarian society and agrarian
capitalism, Young Weber sought to find the origin of capitalism to which he had been tracing all his
life. Nation State and Economic Policy is a rare Chinese translation of Weber’s early agrarian sociology.
The four lecture notes included in the collected works touch upon issues such as the “ruralization” of
Western civilization, agricultural workers and agrarian capitalism, state intervention in agricultural tran-
sition, and the problems of agricultural capitalism. Weber’s discourse on agrarian sociology has both ac-
ademic value and exiremely important practical value. The issues of the transformation of agrarian
society and the agrarian capitalization shed light on the direction of agricultural development in today’s
China. Looking back on the “Weber Research” approach of the past two decades, it is time to break
through the existing cognitive framework and return to the starting point of Weber’s research, which is
also the starting point of “Weber Research” ; agrarian sociology.

Keywords: Agrarian Transformation; Agrarian Capitalism; State Intervention; Economic Policy
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