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Regional Differences in Inter—Generational Responsibility and
Family Development Ability

ZHANG Xuelin

Abstract; On the policy path of family development capacity building, family is treated as a homogene-
ous whole, with focuses on the government responsibility of family development capacity, and the social
foundation of family development capacity building ignored. By further dividing the parental responsibil-
ity proposed by Fei Xiaotong into basic parenting responsibility, education responsibility, marriage re-
sponsibility and the responsibility of raising the children, the research finds that the three dimensions of
inter—generational responsibility composed of education, marriage and the responsibility of raising the
children are differentiated in different rural areas across the country. After the formation of a unified na-
tional labor market and marriage market, the strength of inter—generational support and inter—genera-
tional synergy composed of the three dimensions of inter—generational responsibility will further affect
the family development ability of young children participating in the competition in the national market.
According to the distribution of the inter—generational responsibility intensity between the parent genera-
tion and the child generation, the regional overall competitiveness of the development ability of the child
generation from high to low is roughly as follows: eastern village, central village, northern village,
southern village and southwest village. The analytical framework of inter—generational responsibility and
family development capacity will provide inspiration and reference for policy formulation.

Keywords: Inter — Generational Responsibility; Family Development Capacity; Regional Differences;

Marriage Responsibility; Education Responsibility
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