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“ Achievement of Scale” or “Dissipation of Technology” . How Does Stability of
Land Rights Affect Agricultural Production Efficiency of Farmers

GENG Pengpeng

Abstract: Previous studies on the impact of agricultural land property rights on agricultural production
efficiency mostly rely on the scenario setting of the stability and security of land ownership, ignoring the
hierarchy of efficiency structure and the agricultural management problems reflected. Based on the data
of ChinaLabor Force Dynamic Survey ( CLDS) in 2016, this paper empirically analyzes the impact of
land ownership stability on agricultural production efficiency and its mechanism. The results show that:
(1) the stability of land ownership significantly improves the agricultural production scale efficiency of
farmers, significantly inhibits the pure technical efficiency, but has no clear impact on the
comprehensive efficiency; (2) the stability of land ownership has direct and indirect effects on the
agricultural production efficiency of farmers. To stabilize the land ownership, the comprehensive
efficiency can be improved by increasing the agricultural labor input of farmers; the scale efficiency can
be improved by agricultural investment, farmland circulation and labor input; the pure technical
efficiency dissipation is induced by the investment incentive and land transfer incentive effect of stable
land ownership; (3) the external agricultural machinery service provided by the village will cause the
loss of agricultural production efficiency, and the internal farmers in the context of scale realization will
be caused. The results show that the efficiency of agricultural machinery self—service is better than that
of outsourcing service; (4) the deepening of part—time employment caused by non—agricultural labor
transfer will significantly improve the pure technical efficiency of agricultural production. This paper
emphasizes that in the implementation of the system of stable land ownership, full-time farmers do not
have the level of agricultural land management and the application ability of technical elements matching
with the change of production factors. A single stable land ownership will have a negative impact on
agricultural production efficiency, and the emergence of “capable person” farming land and farmer
entrepreneurs may be the good ways to improve the pure technical efficiency.

Keywords: Land Rights Stability; Factor Allocation; Comprehensive Efficiency; Pure Technical
Efficiency; Scale Efficiency

120



