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An Empirical Analysis of the Impact of Joining Cooperatives on Farm Income
of Grain Family Farms:. Based on Panel Data of 644 Grain
Family Farms in China

LAl Xiaodong, DU Zhixiong, GAO Liangliang

Abstract; To protect farmers’ enthusiasm for grain production and improve the efficiency of grain
production is a mainstay for stabilizing the development of agriculture, rural areas and farmers in China.
Therefore, it is of great practical significance to study the impact of joining cooperatives on the income
of grain family farms. Based on this, this paper uses the panel data of 644 grain family farms in 2014 -
2015 for empirical analysis, and verifies the effect of joining cooperatives on the net income per mu of
grain family farms. In order to avoid the influence of crop types, this paper makes a further empirical
test on the relationship between family farms joining cooperatives and net income per mu according to
crop types. The results show that: joining the cooperative has a significant positive effect on the net
income per mu of corn family farms; Wheat and rice family farms joining cooperatives also have a
significant positive effect on their net income per mu; even considering the impact of the differences in
crop types, the conclusion of this paper is still robust. Finally, in order to improve the management
efficiency and production benefit of family farms, and ensure the stability and sustainability of the future
development of family farms, the government should further support family farms to join cooperatives,
optimize and improve the construction of farmland transfer platform, encourage family farms to operate
on a moderate scale, and advocate family farms to carry out land consolidation.

Keywords: Family Farm; Joining Cooperatives; Family Farm Income
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