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Non-agricultural Employment Model of Chinese Peasants and the Regional
Differences of Burden in Rural Social Interaction: Based on Comparative
Analysis of Village G and Village T in Changde City, Hunan Province

FENG Chuan

Abstract: The non-agricultural employment model of peasants is divided into two forms; “commuting
to work while farming” and “out-migration working” , which directly affects the way peasants interact in
suburban villages and remote villages. In suburban villages, the villagers still have a sense of mutual
familiarity with the “acquaintance society” due to commuting and farming in village, and the burden of
villagers’ social interaction is controlled. Villagers in remote villages mostly work outside the villages.
Rural social relations have changed from “ acquaintances” to “ semi-acquaintances”. Fictional
communication can also be recognized by others. Weakened interpersonal relationships need to be
stimulated without emotional elements, and social interaction burden of villagers is difficult to control.
In contemporary China, maintaining the familiarity of the rural acquaintance society and the
identification of the neighbors, improving the living environment of the village, and enriching the
cultural life of the village are essential to maintaining the controllability of the peasants’ burden.

Keywords: Non-agricultural Employment Model; Social Interaction; Burden; Regional Comparative

Perspective
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