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From Basic Needs to Balanced Development: The Policy and Practical
Significance of Transition to Relative Poverty Standards in Rural Ares after 2020

CHEN Jiping, SHEN Yangyang

Abstract; China’s current rural poverty standard is only equivalent to the average extreme poverty line
of the 15 poorest countries in the world, which means the complete poverty reduction achieved under
the current poverty standard is only the elimination of extreme poverty. Facing the post-2020 era, the
policy significance of the transition from the absolute poverty to the relative poverty standards is that the
focus of poverty governance has shifted from the absolute survival needs to the relative development
needs. Therefore, with economic development, the poverty standard should also change with living
standards. The practical significance is that the relative poverty situation in China’s rural areas is still
severe. A large number of relatively poor people in rural areas are still concentrated in the
underdeveloped areas distributed in the central and western regions, and there are still problems of
insufficient education, weak labor ability, insufficient capacity and poor physical health for them.
Thus, for more attention paid to the income growth of low-income groups, it is necessary to establish
relative poverty standards for better monitoring their status. It is recommended that we should
incorporate relative poverty into the poverty measurement statistical monitoring indicators as soon as
possible, and gradually transfer to the relative poverty standard on the basis of consolidating the
absolute poverty relief achievements. From focusing on subsistence poverty to development poverty, we
could achieve the strategic combination to two-stage goals of solving the insufficient development and
imbalance problems proposed in the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China.
Keywords: Poverty Standard; Absolute Poverty; Relative Poverty; Poverty Governance
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