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Impact of Land Tenure Stability on Farmer’s Cultivated Land Quality
Protection Behavior: Analysis Based on Adjustment Effect of the New
Round Land Certification

QIAN Long, FENG Yonghui, LU Hua

Abstract; This paper takes the survey in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region as an example to
examine the impact of land tenure stability on farmer’s cultivated land quality protection behavior and
examines the regulatory effect of the new round of confirmation of land ownership right on land tenure
stability and farmer behavior. The research results show that instability of land rights could significantly
negatively affect farmers” adoption of arable land quality protection measures and reduce the possibility
of farmers adopting protective behaviors. The large-scale land adjustment experience during the second
round of contracting could reduce the possibility of farmers applying organic fertilizer, and the small-
scale land adjustment experience is not conducive to farmers’ adoption of straw return technology.
Further research finds that the current new round land certification is playing a significant role in
regulating the stability of land rights and the protection of farmer’s cultivated land quality. The
determination of land rights for improving the security of property rights could weaken the stability of
land rights. The subsample test, a test that uses an alternate variable and the Biprobit model test all
confirm that the above findings are robust. In addition, with regard to the behavior of farmers returning
straw to the field, it is found that there is a time lag effect in confirming the right to agricultural land. In
view of the positive policy effects of the confirmation of land tenure, it will weaken the negative impact
of the instability of land tenure in history. Therefore, it is necessary to take the new round of
confirmation of land tenure as an opportunity to maintain long-term stability of land tenure and let the
new round land certification effectively protect farmers’ land property rights and encourage farmers to
actively protect arable land.

Keywords; Land Tenure Stability; Behavior of Arable Land Quality Protection; Land Certification;
Experience of Land Adjustment; Adjustment Effect
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