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Land Development of Local Government and Construction of Community
Governance Mechanism: A Case Study of Y Resettlement Community
in South Jiangsu Province

SHI Wei, DONG Guoli

Abstract: The formation of the resettlement community governance mechanism is closely related to the
local government’s land development behavior. In the history of local land development in southern
Jiangsu, local governments have established the land-control, that is, the overall the social, economic
and political co-ordination of resettlement community, and the reshaping of homogeneous social
structure , inputting of economic basis and embedding of political system. Through these three controls,
the local government changes the existing social relations and social order in the way of spatial
transformation, and releases the governance space through the input of governance resources and the
satisfaction of governance needs. Based on the power of land control, the local government has formed
an absorbing governance system based on the power operation of local government’s land-control and an
effective governance mechanism to respond to farmers’ needs. However, the local government obtains
the land control ability which the village collective enjoys by the land development behavior, thus
directly cuts off the between the farmer and the land, establishes the indirect connection between the
state and the farmer by constructing community governance mechanism, and thereby enriches the
political implications of land.

Keywords: Local Government; Land Development; Resettlement Community; Land Control;

Governance Mechanisms
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