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Vernacular Culture Identity, Community Action and Rural Cultural Revitalization .
Based on the Case of Restoring Clan Culture in Wu Village, Northwest Hubei

ZHANG Xinwen, ZHANG Long

Abstract; Cultivating villagers’ attention to public affairs and generating consensus behavior requires
thinking about rural cultural construction from the perspective of vernacular cultural identity and a
community structure composed of rural talents with noble character. Through a case study of the
re-construction of clan culture in Wu Village in the northwest of Hubei, “ value rationality” and
“instrumental rationality” as contained in the clan culture provide value identification and tool
resources for collective actions in the village. The community composed of different types of actors can
mobilize villagers in the same rural cultural network from different levels, and thereby shape community
actions in the sense of cultural construction. This case has some enlightenment value for the construction
of rural culture. The government needs to actively involve into the traditional rural culture and obtain the
psychological recognition of the villagers. Villagers expand their perception of the usefulness of
mainsiream culture on the basis of their cultural identity. Then it is necessary to form a community
action by different actors inside and outside the village to promote the construction of rural civilization
and village culture in the sense of co-construction, co-governance, and sharing advocated by social
governance.

Keywords; Vernacular Culture; Cultural Identity; Community; Rural Culture Revitalization
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