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The Image Construction of the New Farmers in China through Media Discourse .
Based on the Analysis of CCTV’s “ The Struggling New Farmers”

SUN Li, HUANG Chun

Abstract: In Recent years, an emerging farmer grouping China’s rural areas, the “new farmers” , has
increasingly become a new force in China’s agricultural development and rural construction. This study
explores how the media discourse has shaped the image of the “new farmers” by analyzing the news of
“The Struggling New Farmers” from two aspects, i.e. the text structure and the discursive strategies at
micro level and the social significance at macro level. It is found that the media highlights such qualities
of “new farmers” as perseverance, assiduity, creativity and social responsibility. Moreover, the media
constructs the image of the “ new farmers” with sentiment, craftsmanship, innovation and social
responsibility through reference strategy, predication strategy, perspectivation strategy and enhancing
strategy. The news reports not only change the traditional negative stereotypes of ignorant, conservative,
foolhardy and backward farmer image but also weaken the farmers’ traditional status as “the other” in
the right system of media discourse. The discourse has never been neglected. The discursive power
hidden behind the media discourse and the national support and guidance for the phenomenon of “new
farmers” influence the public’s perception of the image of “new farmers” , which plays a positive role in
stimulating more “ new farmers” to participate in agricultural development and rural construction as well
as to help other farmers become rich.

Keywords: Image of the New Farmers; Media Discourse; Discursive Construction; Critical Discourse

Analysis
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