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Chinese Agricultural and Rural Modernization in the Process of
Economic Transformation

SI Wei

Abstract ;. This paper attempts to employ the theory of economic structural transformation to identify the
logical relationship between the rural revitalization strategy, the development of urban-rural integration ,
and the modernization of agriculture and rural areas in China. Our results show, in the process of
China’s structural transformation, the decline in the share of GDP for agriculture is much more regular
and powerful than the decline in employment share, thus setting up the obvious mismatch. This indicate
that there is a widening gap in labor productivity and capital productivity between the agricultural and
nonagricultral sectors. Therefore, on one hand, China needs to civilianizing the rural migrants by the
urbanization strategy, on the other hand, China needs to promote the integration of the agricultural and
nonagricultral sectorsby the rural revitalization strategy. We confirm that agricultural development is the
foundation of rural modernization. How to increase the productivity of the agricultural sector, increase
farmers’ income, especially farmers’ property income, reduce the income gap between urban and rural
residents, and integrate agriculture into the country’s macroeconomic development is the key to
agriculture and rural areas modernization.

Keywords: Structural Transformation; Rural Revitalization Strategy; Urban Rural Integration;
Modernization of Agriculture and Rural Areas
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