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Agricultural and Rural Modernization under the Condition of Small-scale Peasant
Economy in China. Historical Exploration and Empirical Enlightenment

JI Han, XU Jiawei, NIE Fengying

Abstract; The western agricultural and rural modernization approach is not suitable for rural China
under the condition of small-scale peasant economy. How to pave a way of agricultural and rural
modernization adapted to the Chinese context is a fundamental and long-term issue. Taking the
interactive relationship between macro-institutional change and rural society for clues, this paper combs
the exploration courses of agricultural and rural modernization in the four stages since the era of late
Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China, and analyzes the characteristics, achievements and costs of
agricultural and rural modernization in each stage. The enlightenment based on practical experience is
that government empowerment and peasant organization are indispensable to agricultural and rural
modernization, which constitutes the institutional advantage of “socialism with Chinese characteristics” .
Keywords: Agricultural and Rural Modernization; Small-scale Peasant Economy; Chinese

Characteristics; Practical Exploration
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