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Marriage Market Transformation and Marriage Strategy of Farmers’ Families
QIU Ting

Abstract: The outward flow of local female resources has led to the transformation of the local marriage
market to the national marriage market. Based on the field investigation in southwest Shandong, it is
found that the economic differentiation in the process of local industrial development has formed the
highlands and low-lying lands of marriage market, which, together with the interregional marriage
market formed by the flow of female resources, has a pile-up effect, causing the farmer under the
marriage contract to suffer from multiple squeezes. In the more competitive marriage market depression,
farmers ’ marriage often fall into the lower and middle space of marriage. The difference in
comprehensive marriage competitiveness makes the farmer family resort to “ relationship” and
“marketization” marriage strategies to break through the marriage squeeze, the former using embedded
network to find local daughters-in-law, the latter concluding transnational marriage through market
intermediary; the two strategies lead to completely different marriages and family appearances.
Compared with the successful transformation of local women’s marital role and marriage stability, foreign
daughters-in-law’s role transformation and social integration are often more difficult. Transnational
marriage, as a family counter-measure strategy, apparently help solve the problem of farmers’ marriage ,
but has the potential risk of further deepening their family marginalization.

Keywords: Marriage Market Transformation; Marriage Asking Price; Marriage Squeeze Stratification
Marriage Strategy
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