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On Income Level and Income Fluctuation Concerning two Intervention
Dimensions Targeting to Poverty Prevention during the Transitional Period ;
Combined with County Level Poverty Registration Data in Southwest China

ZUO Ting, SU Qingsong

Abstract; Preventing the large-scale poverty return is the bottom line for consolidating the achievement
of poverty alleviation and connecting the effort with rural revitalization during the transitional period.
Based on the inner logic of the risk of poverty returning, the use of the income level and income
fluctuation to examine poverty registration households’ poverty return risk has an important and
practical meaning. This study combined with poverty registration household’ s micro data and local field
survey and yielded the following findings: From 2014 to 2020, relying on the substantial increase of
wage income, total income level of the local population out of poverty has increased significantly. At the
same time, the gap between different income groups has become wider, and internal mobility is very
strong, which increases the instability of people’ s income level. On the other hand, influenced by life
stage transition, market factors, external strokes and policy adjustments, local people are still faced
with risks of returning to poverty. Estimation from the double dimensions of “horizontal and fluctuation”
perspectives shows that the people who have been steadily lifted out of poverty account for 36.49% , the
people who have temporary difficulties account for 23.51% , the marginal people account for 24.58% ,
and the people who are easy to return to poverty account for 15.42%. In order to prevent the return of
poverty, the poverty monitoring system, early warning mechanism and big data platform should be
upgraded in the transitional period. Moreover, the future poverty prevention strategies should take the
time factors, regional resource endowments and individual specificity into consideration, and expand
the initiatives of poverty prevention by raising income level and reducing downward fluctuations for those
four type of groups who have just overcome poverty.

Keywords: Income Level; Income Fluctuation; Risk of Returning to Poverty; Precision Poverty

Prevention; Long-term Mechanism
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