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Practical Logic of Transformation and Reconstruction of Grass-roots Community
Cultural Governance System : Field Survey Based on New Rural Communities
in Northern Jiangsu

SUN Qi, TIAN Peng

Abstract: The only way to build a socialist cultural power in the 14th Five Year Plan period is to
improve the public cultural service level and service efficiency of urban and rural grass-roots
communities and make up for the weaknesses in the development of cultural undertakings and cultural
industries. The structural contradiction and institutional dilemma between supply and demand in the
construction of urban and rural grass-roots community cultural public service system in China are still
very prominent. This study puts forward a theoretical framework from the dimensions of governance
power, governance subject, governance rules and governance objectives. Based on the empirical
investigation in Northern Jiangsu, this paper analyzes the motivation of cultural governance
transformation of grass-roots communities and the practical logic of cultural order reconstruction. It is
found that in the process of structural transformation and order evolution of urban and rural
communities, multiple social logic synchronic operations such as the diversity of cultural subjects, the
complexity of cultural governance rules and the guidance of cultural governance objectives make the
transformation of grass-roots community cultural governance system and the reconstruction of governance
order show more complex and dynamic practical characteristics. The transformation of grass-roots
community cultural governance is mainly caused by the “cultural hunger” after “farmers go upstairs” ,
the lack of residents’ cultural autonomy and the lack of community cultural guidance. At the same
time, in the practice of specific cultural governance, we must break through the thinking mode of
“official culture” and “urban-sent culture” , create a standardized public cultural space based on the
new thinking of “private culture” and “self-created culture” , reshape the subjective governance rules
and socialized coordination mechanism, and realize the co-construction, co-governance and sharing
under the integration of multiple cultures.

Keywords; Community Culture; Supply and Demand Structure; Governance Effectiveness;
Governance System; Cultural hunger
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