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(RERE: FR)

The Assimilation of Children: the Change of Daughter’s Role and
the Change of Family Structure

GAN Ying

Abstract: In the context of family transformation, the change and promotion of women’s roles and
status are academic and practical issues that are of great concern to the academic circle. Through field
research, it is found that the daughter’s role in the native family has undergone great changes. The
distribution of family resources and family pension responsibilities and the participation in sacrificial
rituals have changed from significantly different from sons to almost the same as sons. The children are
assimilated. The change in the concept of fertility has changed the emotional dependence of fathers on
their daughters; increased economic autonomy has increased daughters’ economic feedback to their
fathers, and changes in living space have recreated the interaction space between fathers and their
daughters. These are the triple mechanisms that lead to the transformation of daughters’ roles in the natal
family. This series of changes in the family order enable daughters to have the legitimacy to interact with
their parents in terms of emotions and resources, shaping the almost identical relationship of rights and
obligations between daughters and sons. The “convergence of children” also has an impact on the way
the family is organized, forming a dual-line interactive new direct family structure. Through the
investigation of the daughter’s role and status in her natal family, we can see the development trend of
Chinese family modernization, so that we can have a deeper understanding and grasp of rural families in
the transition period.

Keywords: Assimilation of Children; New Direct Family; Status of Women; Family Organization;
Family Transformation
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