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“Revival of Rites” . The Shared Tradition and Its Modern Reconstruction
in Chinese Rural Society

LI Hatyun

Abstract: The shared tradition in the Chinese society has gradually matured along with the development
history of agricultural civilization, and has been shaped by the courtesy education model featuring
Confucianism-based etiquette. It represents a social operating mechanism of China’s endogenous
development, and therefore serves as an internal perspective for us to explore the Chinese society. By
combing the relevant discourse forms in the traditional society, and understanding and explaining the
interactive relationship between the rule of etiquette and local administrative autonomy in history, it can
promote the understanding of the internal checks and balances in the Chinese society from ancient times
to today. Throughout the course of modern development of the Chinese society, whether it is the rural
construction movement of the Republic of China in the first half of the 20th century, or the practice of
“new rule by virtues” in the collectivization era of the 1970s and 1980s, and the phenomenon of
“revival of rites” in the rural society in the new period in New China, we will find the tenacious
inheritance of the rural shared tradition characterized by the rule of etiquette and its important tuning
role in the period of social oscillation. Discovering the core elements of knowledge sharing, social co-
construction, and moral co-education in the rural shared tradition, it will not only help to understand
the phenomenon of “revival of rites” in today’s society, but also have important significance for the
implementation of the strategy of rural revitalization, and help to lay the foundation for the inheritance
and development of Chinese traditional culture and the great rejuvenation of the Chinese civilization in
the sense of activating the humanistic spirit of the Chinese society as a whole.

Keywords: Revival of Rites; Shared Tradition; Rural Vitalization; Rural Society; Rural Governance
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