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Realistic Picture and Formation Mechanism of Filial Piety Transmutation
in Post-rural Society

WANG Qiangian

Abstract; Filial piety is the core value of rural civilization. With the rapid transformation of rural
society to post-rural society, filial piety has also changed. In this regard, there are three views in the
academic field; decline, no decline and transformation. This paper takes M Village as a case, and
refines the connotation of filial piety from the two aspects of living and dying into six dimensions of
raising relatives, respecting relatives, serving relatives, obeying relatives, bereaving relatives and
burying relatives. On this basis, this paper comprehensively examines the many changes and flows of
filial piety in the post-rural society, analyzes the internal mechanism of the evolution of filial piety and
responds to the three different views in the academic field. The research shows that in the post-rural
society, the evolution of filial piety is the result of the joint shaping of social structural forces such as
urbanization, marketization, state institutions and micro-practice of rural society. The evolution of filial
piety should be considered and judged on the basis of the facts of social transformation and rural
transformation, and should be taken as the basic starting point to build a new filial piety ethical order of
mutual coordination and integration between tradition and modernity, and serve the post-rural society
with an open and inclusive attitude.

Keywords: Post-rural Society; Filial Piety; Ethical Order
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