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The Multiple Subjects and Explanations in Building “the Character” .
A Case Study of a Manchu-featured Town

ZHENG Zhongyu, YU Wenjie

Abstract; Current studies tend to discuss how to designthe characters or features of towns with certain
features and emphasize the elements chosen from the perspectives of both the industry and local culture.
Very few, however, notice that the character or feature is not a natural consensus but is subject to
multiple subjects and explanations. According to a case study of Manchu-Featured Town, there are
three subjects and two kinds of characters or features. Local elites and technological elites separately
construct two kinds of characters: the one is a sort of mixed character based on the project system; the
other is a kind of Manchu character based on antiquities. These two are official characters with the
legality. As another subject, the locals who are under the dualist view of “rural vs urban” treat the
local character as rural character. Unfortunately, knowledge and standpoints of local peasants are
always ignored. In sum, the construction of a town with a feature is the result of persistent project and
tends to separate itself from the local culture and community. Further researches have to be concerned
about how to combine constructing characters with building community and re-embedding characters
into the local community culture and how to improve the level of community participation, in order to
promote the reproduction of local culture.

Keywords: Town with a Feature; Character-construction; Official Characters; Local Culture;

Character-explanation
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