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The Law and Experience of Chinese Peasants’ Political Identity
in the Past 100 Years

ZHANG Qian,XU Jialin

Abstract: The political identity of contemporary Chinese peasants has changed with the development of
Chinese society, showing different phase characteristics in different historical periods. Land Reform
established the political identity of peasants, the Collectivization of Agriculture reduced it, the Rural
Reform in the new era led to its tortuous development, Fighting Against Poverty and Revitalization of
the Countryside greatly improved it. In the process of the formation and change of peasants’ political
identity, political environment, economic system, social policies and cadres’ style of work are all
important factors, but the most fundamental thing is the protection of their interests and the realization
of their demands. With the further development of the Chinese society, especially the acceleration of the
construction of democracy and the rule of law and the strengthening of service-oriented government, the
orientation of peasants’ political identity has shifted from emotional identity, one-way obedience, and
authority obedience to rational identity, two-way support and legal identity.

Keywords: Peasants Political Identity; Rational Identity; Legal Identity; Two-way Support
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