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Structural Empowerment of Network Technology and Digital Transformation
of Rural Governance—Based on the Investigation of Village Affairs
Wechat Group in Ganzhou, Jiangxi Province

WU Jiafeng

Abstract: Network technology, as a key variable of social change, has a structural enabling effect on
rural social governance. The practice of wechat group for village affairs in Ganzhou, Jiangxi province
shows that network technology strengthens the “ common presence” of villagers in rural governance,
promotes the awakening of villagers” subjective consciousness and the improvement of village collective
belonging, and realizes the “psychological empowerment” of network technology. The rural governance
structure of multi-subject consultation and co-governance and the main structural field of village
representative system constructed within the group have changed the structural mode and game mode of
rural governance and realized the “structural empowerment” of network technology. The entrance of
township cadres on behalf of the state power provides the state power for the villagers to participate in
the rural governance, forms the “double gaze” of the state and the villagers on the rural governance
behavior, and realizes the “ power empowerment” of network technology. The structural empowerment
of network technology shapes the structural model of rural governance and promotes the digital
transformation of rural governance.

Keywords: Network Technology; Structural Empowerment; Rural Digital Governance; Village Affairs
Wechat Group; Digital Rural Construction
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