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How can Digital Empowerment Promote Rural Self-governance?
Case Analysis based on the “ Azalea” Plan

LI Yanling, CHEN Mengya

Abstract; In the era of big data, it is a new trend to use digital technology to endow grass-roots
governance with more capacity. By using the methods of case analysis, observation and interview, this
paper puts forward an interpretive analytical framework of “digital empowerment-self-governance” , and
explores the factors for the success of “ Azalea” digital governance reform as well as the value of its
popularization. It is found that digital technology can provide external impetus for rural self-governance
through the reconstruction of public discourse system, the perfection of two-way supervision mechanism
and the coordination of public resources The integration of external power and internal power leads to
the social capital of interaction-trust-reciprocity, which forms the hybrid power. The triple motive forces
work together to solve the three problems of self-governance, and form the effective supply of system to
solve the dilemma of collective action so as to realize the digital empowerment and promote the self-
governance of rural areas. The key to rural self-governance with digital empowerment is to identify the
main problems, realize accurate empowerment, strengthen the main body’ s ability, realize individual
empowerment, and match the “modernity” and “localism” with the regional characteristics.

Keywords: Digital Empowerment; Rural Self-governance; Rural Revitalization; “ Azalea” Plan
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