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Capital Flowing to the Countryside, Operating Land and Agrarian Change .
A Case Study of Pidu District of Chengdu

YANG Renhao, YANG Qingyuan

Abstract: Based on a long-term fieldwork in the Pidu District of Chengdu, this paper establishes an
analytic framework “ capital-flowing-to-countryside, operating land and agrarian change” and
empirically analyses the process and impacts of capital flowing to the two villages. The results show:
government-led and market-led “capital-flowing-to-countryside” has shaped the two villages differently
but tended to incur the same agrarian change. In order to establish a template for rural revitalisation
Zhanqi Village has been built as the core demonstration area of a rural revitalisation expo park through
various plans and state-owned enterprise investments with the strong support of the local governments.
The development of Baiyun Village pertains a market-led shaping of “ consumptive built environment” ,
in which the investment company builds a rural complex using rural collective commercial construction
land( RCCCL) , symbolizing and commodifying rural space for urban middle-class in pursuit of cultural
symbol products. Although the main driver and development paths of the  capital-flowing-to-
countryside” in the two villages vary, the agrarian changes are consistent; with the assetization and
capitalisation of RCCCL as the core, agriculture is gradually modernised and industrialised, followed by
the decrease of traditional farmers and the increase of professional farmers and “new farmers” , and the
rural area is more deeply embedded in the urban capital circuit. The consistency of the agrarian changes
stems from the stability of the (in) formal institutions and the same way of resource allocation in the two
villages. Different governance methods can still result in similar social and economic practices in rural
areas.

Keywords: Capital-flowing-to-countryside ; Entry-into-market Reform of Rural Collective Commercial

Construction Land; Agrarian Change; Rural Revitalisation
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