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(RERE: FR)

Rural Population Ageing in China; Key Impacts, Coping Strategies
and Policy Construction

GAO Ming

Abstract; Compared with cities and towns, the ageing of rural population in China is faster and
deeper. In the future, the ageing degree of rural population in the north and northeast areas may exceed
the national average level. In terms of providing for the elderly, the problem of empty-nest living in
rural areas has intensified, and there is still room for the growth of transfer income such as pension of
rural elderly. In the realization of access to medical care for the elderly, the overall physical health of
rural elderly has improved, but the burden of medical and health expenditure of rural elderly has
increased. The working elderly in rural areas are mainly engaged in agriculture, with limited
opportunities to participate in non-agricultural employment locally. In this regard, the central
government and relevant departments have conducted some top-level design and taken some policy
measures, but the detailed items and scope of efforts involved are still insufficient. As the rural
population ageing after 2021 entered a stage of rapid development, Chinese government still should
focus on improving the institutional policies and infrastructure system of rural elderly care, accelerate
the equalization of basic public services in urban and rural areas, strengthen the construction of rural
talent team, promote the development of county economy and the revitalization of rural industry, and
give full play to the important role of the new rural collective economic organization.

Keywords; Rural Population Ageing; Providing for Aged Farmers; Health and Medical Care;
Employment of Rural Elderly
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