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How does Land System Cope with Ageing of Rural China?
TANG Hao, ZHANG Cong

Abstract; Efforts at actively coping with the ageing of rural China is not only related to high-quality
development, national security, and social harmony and stability, but also the actual conditions and
inherent requirements for comprehensively promoting rural revitalization and accelerating the realization
of agricultural and rural modernization. Land is the most important resource and asset owned by the
rural elderly population. Reforming and improving the land system is an important method to actively
deal with ageing of rural China. For the rural elderly population, land has the function of economic
security, the function of maintaining family and social status, and the function of supporting physical
and mental values and health. In the current land system, attention is not paid to how to deal with the
ageing of rural China at the policy and implementation level, and even the phenomenon of exclusion of
the rural ageing population has appeared in the reform process. In addition, the land system lacks
precise response for the low-age, middle-age, and old-age populations. Our results show that for the
low-age and middle-aged rural population, the contracted land system must not only strictly protect their
land contract rights, but also allow them to exercise their land management rights, and more
importantly, prevent the transfer of land management rights that go against their wishes. For the old-age
rural population, it is necessary to improve the exit mechanism of the contracted land, and the
homestead system needs to fully protect the housing rights of the rural elderly population and give full
play to the function of the production materials of the homestead. The transfer of the homestead
(including housing) must respect the wishes of the rural elderly population. For the elderly rural
population who are willing to withdraw from homesteads, it is necessary to improve the exit mechanism,
and reform and improve the collective construction land use system to provide land and funds for the
elderly care in rural communities. How to seek balance in actively coping with the ageing of rural
China, improving the efficiency of land market allocation, and realizing the agricultural and rural
modernization is a question that requires further pondering.

Keywords: Population Ageing; Land System; Contracted Land; Collective Construction Land;

Homestead
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