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The Formation Logic of “ Weak Collective Order” in the Governance of Interest
Intensive Villages: Investigation and Analysis Based on Village A in S Province

HUANG Liuzhao, JIANG Xiuhat, ZHANG Guolet

Abstract; Rural grass-roots governance is an important part of the national governance system, which
aims to form a “governance community” with strong collective order. From the interest intensive villages
in China, we can find that the collective order of social governance in many villages is weak. In order to
further explore the generation logic of “weak collective order” in interest intensive villages, this study
creates the analysis framework of “interest embedding and order reconstruction” , and analyzes the
governance process of Village A in S Province. Firstly, under the background of increasingly intensive
rural collective land and industrial interests, the decentralized governance structure is composed of the
village governance elites who implement the “elite capture”, some villagers who carry out the “sub-
elite capture” and the marginal groups who do not participate in the profit struggle. Secondly, these
elites of village maintain governance order by means of collective interest transfer and collective
management alienation forming a short-term governance mode. Finally, the alienation of the principle of
autonomy , the weakening of the function of morality rule and the virtualization of legal norms lead to the
virtualization of village governance rules. The interaction of the three elements of decentralized
governance structure, short-term governance methods and virtual governance rules jointly dispels the
grass-roots social governance, and makes the village governance generate a “weak collective order” .
Keywords: Interest Intensive Villages; Interest Embedding; Order Reconstruction; Weak Collective
Order
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