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Social Differentiation and Patterns of Action Based on Differentiation
ZHANG Kangzhi

Abstract; Differentiation constitutes a dimension of social development. Human history is also the
history of differentiation, showing the expansion and generalization of differences. The agricultural
society is a homogeneous society. In order to maintain the homogeneity, differences are excluded and
eliminated, and even differences are often eliminated through wars. The degree of differentiation in
industrial society shows a trend of rapid growth, but the philosophy of epistemology emerging in this
society has led to the establishment of the principle of seeking identity, and has also been implemented
in social construction, institutional arrangement and other aspects, which also shows the requirement of
erasing the difference. As human beings fall into the risk society and face the high complexity and
uncertainty of society, the pursuit of identity has lost its guiding significance for action, being unable to
be transformed into the materialization of social construction and institutional arrangement. In the risk
society, the cooperative action is faced with irreducible and irremovable differences, so it must be
carried out on the premise of recognizing and tolerating the differences. In fact, diversity can also be a
resource for cooperative action, which can provide impetus and optimize cooperative action.
Keywords: Differentiation; Mode of Action; Identity; Analytical Thinking; Thinking of Similarity
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